Parking near a school

THE WALKING SCHOOL BUS

When children arrive at and leave school each day,
your behaviour can either protect or endanger them.
Parking restrictions are in place near schools for a
reason – to provide good visibility and a safer traffic
environment for children, pedestrians and motorists.
If you endanger our children you risk the following fines:
Parked on a footpath				

$40

Parked across or within 1 metre of a
vehicle entrance 				$40
Parked within half a metre of a fire hydrant with
no-one in the car legally capable of moving it
$40
Parked within 6 metres of a bus stop		

$40

Parked in a bus stop				

$60

Parked on a clearway				

$60

Double parked					

$60

Parking that is inconsiderate of other road
users, including pedestrians			

$60

Parked on or within 6 metres of an intersection $60
Parked on or within 6 metres of a pedestrian
zebra crossing					$60
Parked on a broken yellow line			
$60
Please choose safe parking over convenience
at all times. Enforcement by police and
parking wardens is designed to keep
all road users safe.

Working alongside our road safety partners
Taupō District Council
Taupō Road Policing

How does it work?
Volunteer parents walk with a
group of children to school. The
children are picked up at special
bus stops on a set route by the
parent “driver”.
Parents may only be required to
help two days a week.
Why do we need it?
In New Zealand, over half of primary school children
are driven to and from school. This is nearly double the
amount who were driven 10 years ago.
As a result we are seeing more traffic congestion
around the school gate, often creating an unsafe
environment for children crossing the road and getting
in and out of vehicles. There is also concern about the
effect that increased traffic has on our environment.
Do you want to be part of a walking school bus in
your area?
This simple formula is being used by more schools in
the Taupō District.
Talk to your school about your child joining a Walking
School Bus or contact Taupō District Council to find out
how you can get involved.
For further information contact:
Trevor Harvey
Road Safety Coordinator, Taupo Primary School
Ph 021 702 849
Email TrevorH@Taupoprimary.school.nz

A safe system approach to
reducing chaos at our
school gate

Back Entrance – Horomatangi Street

Parking near a school

P10 Pick up zone – 2.45pm to 3.15pm

For pedestrians
Due to the traffic volume on Tamamutu Street, Taupo
Primary School has a formally marked pedestrian
crossing.
Did you know?
Pedestrians are legally obliged to use a zebra crossing
to cross the road if there is one within 20 metres.
Failure to do this can result in an instant fine of $55.

The school is located within the Taupō CBD so
congestion is an issue in the afternoon near the junior
school gate (Gate 2). To ease this a second gate on
Horomatangi Street near the “caretakers” gate (Gate
3) will be opened by the school at 3pm to allow parents
to park in the pick up zone. This pickup zone only
operates in the afternoon between 2.45pm and 3.15pm,
any other time is P120mins.
Why have a pick up zone in the afternoon only?
The peak of the morning drop off is not seen as an
issue, due to the number of parking spaces available
before shops open. In the afternoon however, parents
are currently parking as close to the junior gate as
possible. Some block the intersection and some park
behind angled spaces. This creates a safety issue for
other road users and our school children.
Please obey all road rules as they are there for a
reason. If there are no parks, park further away and
walk to meet your child.

When walking with a child, parents need to remember
they are their child’s role model so need to show them
the safe way to cross the road. This will equip them
with the skills to cross roads safely when they are on
their own.
For motorists
Where there is a zebra pedestrian crossing, motorists
must stop when a pedestrian is waiting on the footpath.
We encourage making eye contact to help with a safe
crossing.
When the school patrols are in operation, motorists
only need to stop when the school patrol sign is fully
extended. Motorists should avoid stopping out of
courtesy as school patrols are trained to stop both
sides at once and only when vehicles are outside a
certain permanent mark (as the signs can only go out
when there are no vehicles close by). Slowing down to
stop can create an issue with the opposite side.
For pedestrians and motorists
School patrols have been specifically chosen to ensure
the safety of the crossing. They are seen to be role
models for the school and have sound judgement.
They are responsible for ensuring the safety of both
themselves and others.
We encourage the community to give them the respect
and courtesy they deserve, as without them the
crossing can not operate successfully.

Remember your child learns from you
– be a good role model.

It’s better to be late down here than early up there!

Main Entrance – Tamamutu Street

Taupo Primary has four gates to access the school
grounds.
Gate 1 – Main gate, Tamamutu Street
Gate 2 – Junior school, Horomatangi Street
Gate 3 – Caretakers area, Horomatangi Street
(part time)
Gate 4 – Near bus stops, Titiraupenga Street
There are a number of other options to ease
congestion. Parents can contact the school to see how
a walking school bus can be set up, or children can
scooter to school. Perhaps join the 200m club – parents
can park near the Horomatangi Reserve and walk to
meet children at a specified gate – not only are you
easing congestion you may meet other parents along
the way. Meet your child at the playground or set up a
carpool. The options are endless.
Anyone interested in further information please contact
Trevor Harvey (details overleaf). If you have any other
ideas, Taupo Primary would love to hear from you. Our
parents/grandparents/caregivers play the biggest role
in safety of our students.

