
‘Ko te ako te maneatanga’
‘Hooked on Learning’

Term 2, Wiki 4
Celebrating being 

HOOKED ON LEARNING 

       Whānaungatanga      -       Aroha        -        Kotahitanga       -       Manaakitanga  

The Senior School has hit the ground running this term with an exciting 
mix of learning, sports, and preparation for upcoming events. Our kapa 
haka rōpū are already hard at work, lifting their voices and spirits as 
they begin their journey towards performing at the Tūwharetoa 
Taiopenga Festival next term — a chance to stand proud in our culture 
and mahi.

We’re excited to welcome Kids Greening Taupō into school next week 
to teach us about invasive clams and biosecurity — an important 
kaupapa as we continue to learn how to protect and care for our 
environment.

Finally, Matariki. We are preparing to honour this special time with 
learning, reflection, and celebration. Ka mau te wehi, seniors — let’s 
keep the momentum strong!

Te Reo Māori (Level 2)

This term, Room 15 has been deepening their understanding of harakeke, a taonga with great significance in te ao 
Māori. Our ākonga have been learning about the tikanga of working with harakeke — understanding the sacred 
connection it holds to whānau, and the respect needed when harvesting and weaving. Guided by this mātauranga, 
they carefully created putiputi to gift with aroha for Mother’s Day — each one a reflection of their learning and 
manaaki.

Now, our tamariki are continuing their journey by observing and sketching harakeke from different angles and 
perspectives, learning to see it not just as a plant, but as a living symbol of whakapapa and wairua. Through their 
eyes, pencils, and hearts, harakeke continues to teach.

Hutia te rito o te harakeke
kei hea te kōmako e ko?

Ki mai ki au, he aha te mea nui i te ao?
Maku e ki atu, He tangata, he tangata, 

he tangata!

If you cut out the centre of the flax,
where will the bellbird sing?

Say to me, what is the most important 
thing in the world?

I will reply, the people, the people, the 
people!
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Sports and The Arts
From tuakana-teina activities to creative expression in Sports and 
Arts, our learners have been making the most of our current learning 
programme. Students have stepped into the role of tuakana, 
guiding and supporting their teina in a range of rich learning 
experiences. In the Arts, learners have retold pūrākau through 
drama, dance, music and visual arts, then worked collaboratively to 
design engaging sporting activities inspired by these stories – 
tailor-made for their junior buddy classes. This connection between 
movement, storytelling, and leadership has brought our learning to 
life.
In Sports, students have proudly represented Taupo Primary at inter 
school events, upholding our school values of Kotahitanga, Aroha, 
Whanaungatanga and Manaakitanga. These events continue to be 
a highlight for many. We’re excited for the upcoming Tackle 5 
tasters and our school swimming sports, both leading into inter 
school competitions. The term will finish strong with an orienteering 
challenge to round out an active and creative 9 weeks.

EOTC

Room 21 are participating in the Young Pioneers 
programme at the Taupō Timebank. The first two sessions 
have been a lot of fun, including building bivouacs that 
could provide shelter from wind and rain. Interacting with 
the chickens has quickly become a firm favourite with the 
whole class. Upcoming lessons will include gardening, 
cooking, inventing and making games, building, and 
sowing seeds...
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STEAM
This term, Room 5 is taking part in a nationwide project called 

Rocket Lab. Rocket Lab is provided by The Wonder Project, who 
are in turn run by Engineering New Zealand. We are learning 

about different kinds of rockets and what forces are necessary to 
make them fly. We are designing and making water rockets that 

use water and compressed air to make them fly. Our House of 
Science rocket kit has taught us heaps about lift, thrust, weight, 

and drag, through different exciting experiments.

Room 18 has been getting their hands dirty in the best way possible! Connecting directly to our recent 
exploration of earthquakes, students creatively used clay to model the different layers of the Earth. This 

hands-on approach not only brought the Earth's structure to life but also provided a tangible 
understanding of the forces at play beneath our feet. What a brilliant way to visualize the science 

behind earthquakes!

The Athlete Within: Where Science Meets Sport and Art!
Our Sports and Arts classes have been diving deep into the science 
of the human body as part of our unit The Athlete Within. Students 
have explored the fascinating world of muscles — discovering the 
unique functions of smooth, skeletal, and cardiac muscle types. But 
this learning hasn't been limited to the classroom or the sports field!

Through hands-on research and creative exploration, students are 
not only understanding how muscles work and the role nutrition 
plays in keeping our bodies performing at their best, but they are 
also expressing this knowledge through bold, macroscopic pieces 
of art. These stunning visual representations bring science to life in 
colourful, powerful ways — showcasing the intersection between 
physical performance and creative expression. Ka mau te wehi!



Save the Date - Up and Coming Events

Monday 26 May Board of Trustees Meeting 6pm staffroom

Wed-Fri 28, 29, 30 May Kids Greening Taupō Sessions

Wednesday 28 May Tackle 5 Tasters Y5/6

Thursday 29 May Senior School Y4-6 Swimming Sports ACBaths

Monday 2 June King's Birthday - no school  SCHOOL CLOSED

Wednesday 4 June Orienteering Tasters  Y5/6

Thursday 5 June Mihi Whakatau 9.05

Thursday 5 June Greening Taupō Day Rms 5, 18, 19, 20, 21

Friday 6 June TEACHER ONLY DAY - Ministry of Education Curriculum 
Implementation PLD Day 1  SCHOOL CLOSED

Wednesday 11 June Interschool Swimming Sports Y4-6 ACBaths

Thursday 19 June Matariki Day - Join us from 11.30 to 2.00 
See Attached Flyer

Friday 20 June Matariki - no school SCHOOL CLOSED

Friday 27 June Last day Term 2

Monday 14 July First day Term 3





Monday 21 July Whanau Hui / Interviews, school closes at 1pm

Wednesday 23 July Whanau Hui / Interviews, 3.30pm to 5.30pm

REMINDER

Parking And Traffic Congestion 
Around the School

As a school located in the CBD, parking and traffic congestion at pick up and drop off times is 
always going to be an issue.

The advice we have been given to pass on is:

● Plan ahead.
● Park in side streets and walk.
● Have a meeting place with older students around the back field using the lights 

crossing.

DO NOT DOUBLE PARK
Double parking for pick up adds to congestion and puts students at risk.   Please do not do 
this.  The police and council will be proactively monitoring for this unsafe parking behaviour. 

A thank you to NZ Police and Taupo District council for supporting us with monitoring traffic 
safety and behaviour at pick up times in the afternoons.


