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Reminders For Next Week

Monday next week is a public holiday. School 
will be closed, enjoy the long weekend - we 
are all hoping the sun will come out to play!

As advertised all year in our up and coming 
events, the School is closed Friday next 

week.
 This is a Ministry Of Education Provided 

Teacher Only Day for Professional 
Development for Teachers around the new 
Maths Curriculum that the Government has 

introduced.
We have very little say on the dates as they 

are based around the PLD providers 
availability.  

SHORT SCHOOL WEEK NEXT WEEK - TUESDAY TO THURSDAY

Staffing Update

We are currently dealing with a high level of teacher illness and absence. On top of that, there’s a 
nationwide shortage of teachers and relievers, which means it’s not always easy to find someone to 
step in when needed.

We want to reassure you that we’re doing our very best to keep things running smoothly – you’ll often 
see our senior leadership team jumping into classrooms to help out wherever we can.

Thanks so much for your continued support and understanding – it really does make a difference.

👉 On the next page, you’ll find an open letter from Taupō schools. Please feel free to have a read and 
share it with others.



To the Taupō Community – From Your Local School Principals

Kia ora Taupō whānau,

Like you, we all want Taupō to continue being the best place it can be to live, work, and go to school. Our 
schools play a vital role in that vision — shaping the futures of our young people and strengthening our 
community. As the Principals and Boards of schools across the Taupō rohe, we write together to share an 
urgent issue affecting all our kura — the national shortage of qualified teachers.

Despite our ongoing efforts to recruit and support new staff, there is an increasing teacher supply 
challenge to meet the growing needs of our schools. This is putting a real strain on our ability to deliver 
the quality education our ākonga deserve.

Across the rohe, some schools are having to make difficult decisions: collapsing classes, combining year 
levels, or rostering students home. These measures are temporary and only taken when absolutely 
necessary, but we know they cause disruption for students, whānau, and staff.

Still, our commitment remains strong — to provide safe, high-quality learning environments for all. Yet at 
times, the staffing shortage means we cannot meet even our own expectations.

To give context:
● The average number of NZ-trained applicants per vacancy has halved since 2019.

● Around one-third of school vacancies remain unfilled.

● 33% of advertised roles in 2023 had no NZ-trained applicants; 31% had only one.

● Relief teacher availability is at record lows for our community. 
● References- 

○ (2024). 2025 Primary Teachers’ Collective Agreement – FAQ and Claim Summary
○ Post Primary Teachers' Association (PPTA). (2023). Secondary School Staffing Survey Report 

2023

We are calling on the collective strength of our Taupō community—because it takes all of us to shape the 
future our tamariki deserve. Your continued support and understanding are deeply appreciated.

If you or someone you know holds a degree and wants to make a difference, we encourage you to 
consider teaching. It’s a rewarding career, and now more than ever, your skills are needed.

Thank you for standing with us. Together, we will continue to do our best for every learner in our 
community.

Ngā manaakitanga,
Central Plateau Principals
On behalf of the schools of the Taupō rohe
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Save the Date - Up and Coming Events

Wed-Fri 28, 29, 30 May Kids Greening Taupō Sessions

Monday 2 June King's Birthday - no school  SCHOOL CLOSED

Wednesday 4 June Orienteering Tasters  Y5/6

Thursday 5 June Mihi Whakatau 9.05am

Thursday 5 June Greening Taupō Day Rms 5, 18, 19, 20, 21
Dress in “GREEN” Greening Taupo. Please bring along a 
koha, all donations go to GREENING Taupō

Friday 6 June TEACHER ONLY DAY - Ministry of Education Curriculum 
Implementation PLD Day 1  SCHOOL CLOSED

Wednesday 11 June Interschool Swimming Sports Y4-6 ACBaths

Thursday 19 June Matariki Day - Join us from 11.30 to 2.00 
See Attached Flyer

Friday 20 June Matariki - no school SCHOOL CLOSED

Friday 27 June Last day Term 2

Monday 14 July First day Term 3

Green Dress Up Day
Some students will be attending 

events off site, others will be planting 
around the school.  Everyone can 
wear Green to show our support for 
the awesome mahi, education and 

restoration that Greening Taupō carry 
out. 

We still have mulch to spread around 
the school, if you want to pop down 

with a shovel to help out after 
morning tea (11.20am) you are more 

than welcome. 

If you can spare a gold coin 
please send it in, donation go to 
the work Greening Taupō carry 

out. 
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Monday 21 July Whanau Hui / Interviews, school closes at 1pm

Wednesday 23 July Whanau Hui / Interviews, 3.30pm to 5.30pm

REMINDER

Parking And Traffic Congestion 
Around the School

As a school located in the CBD, parking and traffic congestion at pick up and drop off times is 
always going to be an issue.

The advice we have been given to pass on is:

● Plan ahead.
● Park in side streets and walk.
● Have a meeting place with older students around the back field using the lights 

crossing.

DO NOT DOUBLE PARK
Double parking for pick up adds to congestion and puts students at risk.   Please do not do 
this.  The police and council will be proactively monitoring for this unsafe parking behaviour. 

A thank you to NZ Police and Taupo District council for supporting us with monitoring traffic 
safety and behaviour at pick up times in the afternoons.


